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winner of the baileys women s prize for fiction 2015 winner of the goldsmiths prize
2014 shortlisted for the man booker prize 2014 winner of the 2014 costa novel
award  winner  of  the  saltire  society  literary  book  of  the  year  award  2014
nominated for the folio prize 2015 how to be both is the dazzling new novel by ali
smith passionate compassionate vitally  inventive and scrupulously playful  ali
smith s novels are like nothing else how to be both is a novel all about art s
versatility  borrowing  from  painting  s  fresco  technique  to  make  an  original
literary double take it s a fast moving genre bending conversation between forms
times truths and fictions there s a renaissance artist of the 1460s there s the child
of a child of the 1960s two tales of love and injustice twist into a singular yarn
where time gets timeless structural gets playful knowing gets mysterious fictional
gets real and all life s givens get given a second chance brims with palpable joy
daily telegraph she s a genius genuinely modern in the heroic glorious sense
alain de botton i take my hat off to ali smith her writing lifts the soul evening
standard ali smith was born in inverness in 1962 and lives in cambridge she is the
author of artful there but for the free love like hotel world other stories and other
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stories the whole story and other stories the accidental girl meets boy and the
first person and other stories

man booker  prize  finalist  a  novel  all  about  art  s  versatility  borrowing from
painting s fresco technique to make an original literary double take cements
smith s reputation as one of the finest and most innovative of our contemporary
writers by some divine alchemy she is both funny and moving she combines
intellectual rigor with whimsy the los angeles review of books how to be both is a
fast moving genre bending conversation between forms times truths and fictions
there s a renaissance artist of the 1460s there s the child of a child of the 1960s
two tales of love and injustice twist into a singular yarn where time gets timeless
structural gets playful knowing gets mysterious fictional gets real and all life s
givens get given a second chance passionate compassionate vitally inventive
and scrupulously playful ali smith s novels are like nothing else

a wildly inventive collection of fiction from the man booker prize shortlisted and
baileys prize winning author of  how to be both and the critically  acclaimed
seasonal quartet she s a genius genuinely modern in the heroic glorious sense
alain de botton i take my hat off to ali smith her writing lifts the soul evening
standard

this  collection  of  essays  aims  to  widen  the  current  critique  on  borders  by
examining their entanglements with constructions of identity and disciplinary
categories  in  particular  it  calls  into  question  established models  of  gender
notions of narrative genres and typological genera of borders in today s literary
artistic  philosophical  and  socio  political  discourse  the  chapters  interrogate
boundaries and boundary crossing not only in terms of geographical frontiers
and the physical acts of trespassing but also as discursive constructs that police
crossing subjects as gendered subjects on the one hand and identify artistic
genres and academic disciplines as fixed sealed in ways of understanding the
world on the other taking inspiration from the multiple meanings of the italian
word genere which stands for gender genre and typology genus simultaneously
the volume reflects on the gendered narrative and typological nature of borders
and border  imagery  and on the significance and potentialities  of  crossover
phenomena  taking  place  in  borderlands  in  the  fields  of  arts  literature
anthropology  sociology  and  philosophy

this collection aims to renew our perspective on adaptation and intermedial
processes by thinking of them in terms of codes rather than media as a result the
notion of  transcodification emerges  as  a  crucial  tool  in  order  to  study  the
circulation of  semiotic  and aesthetic  resources across disciplines knowledge
systems and cultures defined as the transfer of meaning making potential from
one semiotic domain to another transcodification both includes and transcends
intermediality thus dramatically expanding the scope and research potential of
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adaptation  and  intermedial  studies  the  essays  collected  here  apply  this
framework  to  an  incredibly  wide  variety  of  objects  and  issues  from  the
relationship between art and historiography to the visual culture of finance from
contemporary approaches to ekphrasis  to the hidden labor of  screenwriters
from modern surveillance to digital comics from fansubbing to the reception of
the  classical  world  in  the  digital  age  from  medieval  theater  to  the  role  of
videogames in the war on terror by fostering dialogue between radically different
disciplines  the  book  offers  a  unique  approach  to  the  study  of  semiotic
interrelations across the most diverse aspects of human culture

putting the new materialist figure of diffraction to use in a set of readings in
which cultural texts are materially read against their contents and their themes
against  their  readers  or  against  other  texts  this  volume  proposes  a
criticalintervention into the practice of reading itself in this book reading and
reading methodology are probed for  their  materiality  and re  considered as
being  inevitably  suspended  between  or  diffracted  with  both  matter  and
discourse the history of literary and cultural reading including poststructuralism
and critical theory is revisited in a new light and opened up for a future in which
the world and reading are no longer regarded as conveniently separate spheres
but  recognized  as  deeply  entangled  and  intertwined  diffractive  reading
ultimately represents a new reading of  reading itself  firstly  by critiquing the
distanced  perspective  of  critical  paradigms  such  as  translation  and
intertextuality  in  which  texts  encountered  processed  or  otherwise  subdued
secondly  showing  how  all  literary  and  cultural  readings  represent  different
agential  cuts  in  the  world  text  reader  constellation  which  is  always  both
discursive  and  material  and  thirdly  the  volume  materializes  dynamizes  and
politicizes the activity of reading by drawing attention to reading s intervention
in and co creation of the world in which we live

discourse about crisis is pervasive in the mass media and scholarship and in
discussions  about  the  discipline  of  literary  studies  contemporary  narratives
about crisis concern systems and infrastructures on which societies rely this
book  critically  engages  with  crises  as  events  of  excess  which  surpass
containment  efforts  by  governments  and  institutions  as  occurrences  that
generate  conflicting  discourses  meanings  and  political  responses  and  as
entangled  with  visible  and  underlying  structures  infrastructures  of  crisis
concentrates on the evocation of infrastructure in literary and filmic texts about
real world events such as nuclear accidents the refugee crisis pandemics and
climate change and works across scholarly  conversations to examine how a
range  of  cataclysms  is  figured  as  well  as  how  cultural  products  dramatise
infrastructures entanglements with neoliberalism and colonialism

double helix history examines the interface between genetics and history in order
to investigate the plausibility of new knowledge derived from scientific methods
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and to reflect upon what it might mean for the practice of history since the
mapping of the human genome in 2001 there has been an expansion in the use of
genetic information for historical investigation geneticists are confident that this
has changed the way we know the past this book considers the practicalities and
implications of this seemingly new way of understanding the human past using
genetics it provides the first sustained engagement with these so called genomic
histories the book investigates the ways that genetic awareness and practice is
seemingly  changing  historical  practice  and  conceptualisation  linking  six
concepts public practice ethics politics self and imagination double helix history
outlines the ways that genetic information being postgenomic the public life of
dna and the genetic historical imaginary work on the body on collective memory
on the historical  imagination on the ethics of  historical  investigation on the
articulation of history and on the collection and interpretation of data regarding
the past this book will appeal to researchers and students alike interested in dna
genetics and historiography

a sparkling  satire  from the  booker  prize  shortlisted  women s  prize  winning
author of how to be both and the critically acclaimed seasonal quartet playful
humorous serious profoundly clever and profoundly affecting guardian there
once was a man who one night between the main course and the sweet at a
dinner party went upstairs and locked himself in one of the bedrooms of the
house of the people who were giving the dinner party as time passes by and the
consequences of this stranger s actions ripple outwards touching the owners the
guests  the  neighbours  and the  whole  country  so  ali  smith  draws  us  into  a
beautiful strange place where everyone is so much more than they first appear
adventurous intoxicating dazzling this is  a novel  with serious ambitions that
remains huge fun to read literary review smith can make anything happen which
is why she is one of our most exciting writers today daily telegraph

a vitally alive and ever surprising collection of stories from the booker prize
shortlisted women s prize winning author of how to be both and the critically
acclaimed  seasonal  quartet  bold  and  sensitive  smith  s  prose  is  a  joy
independent individually lucid and luminous these tales resonate subtly together
in  examining  the  distances  and  connections  between  ourselves  and  others
expertly inching us closer to the bone ali smith s storytelling has never seemed
so  necessary  so  moving  or  so  joyous  captures  quiet  epiphanies  of  the
extraordinary in the mundane sunday times these stories fizz with life the times
literary supplement

a playful form bending novel from the booker prize shortlisted women s prize
winning author of how to be both and the critically acclaimed seasonal quartet
playful and audacious independent narrated by a character who is haunted
literally by a former lover artful slips slyly between fiction and essay guiding the
reader thrillingly through a sequence of ideas on art and literature with smith s
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trademark humour inventiveness poignancy and critical insight this is unique
experiment in form style life love death immortality and what art can mean based
on  four  electrifying  lectures  given  by  the  author  at  oxford  university  and
exploring the explosive connections between art story memory and grief artful is
a tidal wave of ideas to blast away the cobwebs and change how you see the
world artful is a revelation a new kind of book altogether makes you glad to be
alive jackie kay powerful and moving london review of books blending of criticism
and fiction artful belongs in a genre of its own joyful for anyone interested in the
art of writing and living well anita sethi new statesman

from  the  acclaimed  award  winning  author  comes  a  sparkling  surprising
collection of the writing she loves best and without which she would not have
become a writer the book lover is a treasure trove of what ali smith has loved
over the course of her reading life in her twenties as a teenager as a child full of
pieces  from amazing  writers  like  sylvia  plath  muriel  spark  grace  paley  and
margaret atwood it also has a wonderful selection of lesser known authors like
joseph roth only just gaining proper status now and clarice lispector a brazilian
genius who s far too underpublished from surprising figures like beryl the peril
billie  holliday and lee  miller  to  unusual  selections from the most  prominent
writers in history the book lover is an intimate personal anthology that gives
readers a glimpse of how writers develop their craft by reading other writers

winter bleak frosty wind earth as iron water as stone so the old song goes the
shortest days the longest nights the trees are bare and shivering the summer s
leaves dead litter the world shrinks the sap sinks but winter makes things visible
and if there s ice there ll be fire

the sunday times bestseller the unmissable new work from ali smith following the
dazzling man booker shortlisted seasonal quartet one day in post brexit mid
pandemic britain artist  sandy gray receives an unexpected phone call  from
university acquaintance martina pelf martina is calling sandy to ask for help with
a mysterious question she s been left with after she s spent half a day locked in a
room by border control officials for no reason she can fathom curlew or curfew
you choose and what s any of this got to do with the story of a young and
talented blacksmith  hounded from her  trade and her  home more  than five
hundred years ago ali smith s novel takes wing soaring between our atomised
present and our medieval past in the hope we can open our locked down homes
and selves to all the other times other species other histories other possibilities
an entertaining and expert portrayal of the world we live in seen by the most
beguiling  and likeable  of  novelistic  intelligences  telegraph companion  piece
makes you look at the world afresh for me it turned a cold and depressing day
into a  bright  one new statesman longlisted for  the gordon burn prize  2022
shortlisted for the highland book prize 2022
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a form bending and endlessly inventive collection of short stories from the man
booker prize shortlisted and women s prize winning author of how to be both
and  the  critically  acclaimed  seasonal  quartet  a  glorious  collection  that
celebrates and subverts the short story form independent hurrah for ali smith
the best short story writers make it look as easy as making a cup of tea ali smith
is one of these a bold and brilliant collection of stories by a writer unafraid to
give it  to  us  as  it  is  the times a middle  aged woman conducts  a  poignant
conversation with her gauche fourteen year old self an innocent supermarket
shopper  finds  in  her  trolley  a  foul  mouthed  insulting  and  beautiful  child
challenging the boundaries between fiction and reality we see a narrator ali as
she drinks tea phones a friend and muses on the relationship between the short
story and a nymph innovative sophisticated and intelligent the first person and
other stories effortlessly appeals to our hearts heads and funny bones in equal
measure one of a kind ali smith and the short story are made for each other

winner of the orwell prize for political fiction longlisted for the women s prize for
fiction named a best books of the year by the guardian kirkus reviews npr new
statesman dazed from the booker shortlisted author of autumn as well as the
baileys prize winning how to be both comes the last instalment in the remarkable
once in  a  generation masterpiece the seasonal  quartet  here  is  the exciting
culmination of ali smith s celebrated seasonal quartet a series of stand alone
novels separate but interconnected as the seasons are wide ranging in timescale
and light footed through histories

from  man  booker  prize  finalist  ali  smith  winter  is  the  second  novel  in  her
seasonal quartet this much anticipated follow up to autumn is one of the best
books of the year from the new york public library a stunning meditation on a
complex emotional moment in history time winter bleak frosty wind earth as iron
water as stone so the old song goes and now art s mother is seeing things come
to think of it art s seeing things himself when four people strangers and family
converge on a fifteen bedroom house in cornwall  for christmas will  there be
enough room for everyone winter it makes things visible ali smith s shapeshifting
winter casts a warm wise merry and uncompromising eye over a post truth era in
a story rooted in history and memory and with a taproot deep in the evergreens
art and love

from the acclaimed award winning author when a dinner party guest named
miles locks himself in an upstairs room and refuses to come out he sets off a
media frenzy he also sets in motion a mesmerizing puzzle of a novel one that
harnesses  acrobatic  verbal  playfulness  to  a  truly  affecting  story  miles
communicates only by cryptic notes slipped under the door we see him through
the eyes of four people who barely know him ranging from a precocious child to
a confused elderly woman but while the characters wit and wordplay soar their
story remains profoundly grounded as it probes our paradoxical need for both
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separation  and  true  connection  there  but  for  the  balances  cleverness  with
compassion the surreal with the deeply movingly real in a way that only ali smith
can
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